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Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments have been read and considered. Examiner defers to the grounds 
of rejection. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claim 19 and 28 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, 
but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of 
the base claim and any intervening claims. 

The prior art of record does not teach or suggest: said first and second housings are 
adapted to be secured to opposite sides of a door and the means for conducting electric 
signals between the first microprocessor and the central second processing unit 
extends through the door. 

Claim Objections 

Claim 19, 28 is/are objected to because of the following informalities: "central 
second processing unit" should perhaps be second microprocessor. Appropriate 
correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 U.S.C. § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed 
or described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the 
subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter 
as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
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having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall 
not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
1. Claim(s) 16-18, 20, 26-28 is/are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Wagner (6236303). 

As to claim 16, Wagner discloses: 

Although Wagner does not explicitly show two microprocessors, the system could be 
made of more than one processor chip, to suit design needs such as cost, ease of 
repair and maintenance. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to 
modify Wagner to teach two microprocessors as claimed, as an obvious matter of 
design choice. Additionally, at some point in time, an additional external 
microprocessor was used to program the second housing unit, in which both 
microprocessors would effectively be operably connected and communicating with each 
other. 

A device for displaying multiple pre-programmed messages, comprising: 

a first housing adapted to be mounted in a first location, a first electronic display 
mounted in the first housing (fig. 2, 4; [4, 4-13]; [5, 1-55]; [6, 4-15]), 
a first microprocessor associated with the first housing and 
being operably connected to the first electronic display for communicating display 
instructions to the first electronic display to generate a viewable message based on a 
selected message signal ([4, 4-13]; [5, 1-55]; [6, 4-15]); 

a second housing adapted to be mounted in a second location, a second electronic 
display mounted in said second housing (fig. 1, 3; [3, 34-52]; [5, 1-55]; [6, 4-15]), 



Application/Control Number: 09/964,590 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2612 

a plurality of programmed message signals ([3, 34-52]; [5, 1-55]; [6, 4-15]), 
means for conducting electric signals between the first microprocessor and the second 
microprocessor such that the second microprocessor is operably connected to the first 
microprocessor for communicating the selected message signal to the first 
microprocessor ([4, 17-44]; [5, 1-55]; [4, 4-13]), 

communicating display instructions to the second electronic display to generate a 
viewable message based on the selected message signal ([3, 34-52]; [5, 1-55]); 

message selection means associated with the second housing enabling a user to 
select from the plurality of programmed message signals, generate the viewable 
message and further communicating the selected message signal to the first 
microprocessor (fig. 3; [3, 53] to [4, 3]); and 

a source of electricity associated with' one of said first or second housings for 
supplying electric power to the device ([4, 13-16]). 
As to claim 17, Wagner discloses: 

the message selection means comprises a plurality of buttons, each button being 
associated with a programmed message signal corresponding to a message to be 
displayed ([6, 15-25]). 
As to claim 18, Wagner discloses: 

the first and second electronic displays each comprises an LCD display [6, 4-15]. 
As to claim 20, 

Wagner discloses a power source comprising a battery ([4, 13-16]). 
Wagner does not specifically disclose the specific location of the battery. 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify Wagner to teach 
said source of electricity comprises a battery mounted in one of said first or second 
housings, based on the system's diction of the environment and design. 
As to claim 26, Wagner discloses: 

A device for displaying multiple pre-preprogrammed messages, comprising: 

a first housing adapted to be mounted in a first location; a first electronic display 
screen mounted in said first housing (fig. 2, 4; [4, 4-13]; [5, 1-55]; [6, 4-15]); 

a second housing adapted to be mounted in a second location; a second 
electronic display screen mounted in said second housing (fig. 1, 3; [3, 34-52]); 

a first microprocessor for providing display information to said display screen in 
said first housing ([4, 4-13]; [5, 1-55]); 

a second microprocessor for providing display information to said display screen 
in said second housing ([3, 34-52]; [5, 1-55]; [6, 4-15]), 

a power source in one of said first or second housings for supplying electric 
power to said display screens mad said first and second microprocessors [4, 13-16]; 

means for selecting a message to be displayed on said first and second displays 
(fig. 3; [3, 53] to [4, 3]); and 

means for conducting electric signals between said first and second 
microprocessors ([4, 17-44]; [5, 1-55]; [4, 4-13]). 
As to claim 27, 

said first and second display screens each comprises an LCD display ([6, 4-15]). 
As to claim 29, see claim 23. 
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2. Claim(s) 21 is/are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Wagner (6236303) in view of Herz (20060069749). 

As to claim 21, 

Wagner discloses: a motion sensor ([5, 20-55]). 

Wagner does not specifically disclose the first housing includes a motion sensor for 
sensing motion in the vicinity of the first housing, the motion sensor being operable to 
turn off the first electronic display in the absence of motion in the vicinity of the first 
housing to reduce electricity consumption, and to turn on the first display in the 
presence of motion in the vicinity of the first housing. 

Herz discloses: a first housing includes a motion sensor for sensing motion in the 
vicinity of the first housing, the motion sensor being operable to turn off the first 
electronic display in the absence of motion in the vicinity of the first housing to reduce 
electricity consumption, and to turn on the first display in the presence of motion in the 
vicinity of the first housing [0042]. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify Wagner to teach 
the first housing includes a motion sensor for sensing motion in the vicinity of the first 
housing, the motion sensor being operable to turn off the first electronic display in the 
absence of motion in the vicinity of the first housing to reduce electricity consumption, 
and to turn on the first display in the presence of motion in the vicinity of the first 
housing, so as to save power and allow the device to be turned off based on motion 
detector. 
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3. Claim(s) 22-25 is/are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Wagner (6236303) in view of Morris (6768424). 

As to claim 22, 23, 

Wagner does not specifically teach said first and second processing units are adapted 
to communicate wirelessly by audio frequency or radio frequency. 
Morris discloses a wireless communication between two devices using audio ro radio 
frequency ([1, 57-60]). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify Wagner to teach 
said first and second processing units are adapted to communicate wirelessly by audio 
frequency or radio frequency, so as to allow two remotely location devices to 
communicate wirelessly. 
As to claim 24, 
Wagner discloses: 

the message selection means comprises a plurality of buttons, each button being 
associated with a programmed message signal corresponding to a message to be 
displayed ([6, 15-25]). 
As to claim 25, 

Wagner discloses: a motion sensor ([5, 20-55]). 

Wagner in view of Morris does not specifically disclose the first housing includes a 
motion sensor for sensing motion in the vicinity of the first housing, the motion sensor 
being operable to turn off the first electronic display in the absence of motion in the 
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vicinity of the first housing to reduce electricity consumption, and to turn on the first 
display in the presence of motion in the vicinity of the first housing. 
Herz discloses: a first housing includes a motion sensor for sensing motion in the 
vicinity of the first housing, the motion sensor being operable to turn off the first 
electronic display in the absence of motion in the vicinity of the first housing to reduce 
electricity consumption, and to turn on the first display in the presence of motion in the 
vicinity of the first housing [0042]. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify Wagner in view of 
Morris to teach the first housing includes a motion sensor for sensing motion in the 
vicinity of the first housing, the motion sensor being operable to turn off the first 
electronic display in the absence of motion in the vicinity of the first housing to reduce 
electricity consumption, and to turn on the first display in the presence of motion in the 
vicinity of the first housing, so as to save power and allow the device to be turned off 
based on motion detector. 

Conclusion 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
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extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Shirley Lu whose telephone number is (571) 272-8546. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30-5:00 M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jeff Hofsass can be reached on (571) 272-2981. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (571) 273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
SL 




